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Friday 6th September 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back to the start of the new year at Downton Primary School. We hope that you all had a relaxing and 
enjoyable summer holiday. We are looking forward to getting to know you all over the coming months and 
working alongside both you and your child. Hopefully this letter will provide clarity of the expectations in Year 5 
and explain some of the exciting things we have planned this term.  
 
This term’s topic: Incredible India. Please read our topic map which gives you a brief overview of the learning 
that we will cover this term. In addition to this, you will also receive a copy of our new knowledge organisers; 
this is your ‘go-to’ documents outlining the essential knowledge that we will be covering across the unit of work; 
including dates, key personnel, vocabulary, definitions and other information. Please use this as a reference 
guide for what your child is learning and also as an opportunity to discuss the facts about this topic with your 
child and find out as much as you can about India. Any knowledge that your child acquires before a topic is 
taught in class will help them to deepen their understanding in lessons. Please note, this also includes the 
termly topic homework which needs to be completed by the end of term.  
 
Reading: Please make sure that your child is reading regularly at home. Discussions with your child about the 
plot and characters of the book are particularly helpful. We will be checking the children’s reading records every 
Monday with the expectation that they have read at least three times at home each week. Whenever your 
child reads with an adult at home, please sign their reading record.  
 
Homework: In addition to the termly topic homework on the knowledge organiser, children will be sent home 
with either an English or Maths piece of homework every Wednesday. Each week we will set the children pages 
to complete from the Collins Maths or English homework books. The children are not to complete the work in 
the Collins text book but in their own homework exercise book. Both books must be returned to school each 
week in the children’s homework folders. The homework that is set will follow on from the learning completed 
in class.  
If your child is finding something too hard or is spending too much time completing it, please come and see us.  
 
Spellings: Each week we work on different spelling rules or patterns in school. Every Monday we will send 
spellings to learn at home, which will follow the spelling focus we are learning in school. On a Friday we will 
review the weekly spellings in class. Patterns we are learning this term are: words containing the silent letter b; 
words containing the letter string ough; words ending in ible and able; commonly misspelt homophones and 
tricky words that contain double letters.  
 
Maths: By the end of Year 4, all children are required to recall all of the times tables up to 12 x 12. We cannot 
express enough how important it is that all children leave primary school with a secure and quick recall of their 
times tables. We will be continuing to review these in school, with a focus on the more challenging timetables 
such as the 6s, 8s and 12s.  
 
Blog: Please look at our class blog from time to time. It will contain photos and comments about all sorts of 
things that we have been doing in school, including: class work, art work, sport and trips/visitors. You can access 
our blog by following the links on the school homepage.  
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PE kits and art aprons: Children will need their PE kit on a Tuesday and Thursday every week, and a painting 
apron for art lessons will need to be in school at all times. Please make sure that they have their kit on the 
correct days and also that it is clearly named. 
 
Dates for the fridge:  
13.09.19 – Roald Dahl dress up day  
26.09.19 – Year 5 Macmillan Coffee Morning 10.00am 
30.09.19 – Parents Evening  
01.10.19 – Parents Evening  
04.10.19 – National Poetry Day  
22.10.19 – Indian Showcase to Parents 2.30pm  
25.10.19 – Final Payment for Harry Potter Trip due  
 
Macmillan Coffee Morning: On Thursday 26th September, Year 5 will host a coffee morning in the school hall. 
Please join us, along with other family members, for 10.00am. Hot drinks and cake will be available to purchase 
and all of the proceedings will go towards Macmillan Cancer Support. If you are able to donate a cake, please 
send the cakes into school on the morning of Thursday 26th September, clearly labelled with the ingredients. 
Please can we remind you that we are a nut free school.   
 
Indian Showcase: Please join us on Tuesday 22nd of October for a short showcase of some of the fantastic 
learning that Year 5 have achieved during Term 1. The showcase will start at 2.30pm and be finished in time for 
the end of the school day.  
 
Harry Potter Update: The proposed Warner Brothers Studio Tour – Making of Harry Potter trip to London is to 
go ahead on Wednesday 27th November 2019. Thank you for your support with paying the initial deposit for 
this trip. We know that it is going to be a magical trip for the children and it has been wonderful to hear all of 
the comments about the excitement about this up and coming trip. 
To ensure your child’s place on the trip, there is a remaining payment of £19.00 due by Friday 25th of October 
2019. This brings the total cost of the trip to £34.00. The cost will include travel by coach to London, a guided, 

full tour of the studios and an hour long workshop, giving insights into the design processes of filmmaking. 
Please make all deposits via Agora as this also gives us electronic permission to take your child on this trip. 
Once we have confirmed final details with WB Studio Tours, we will write to you with final information. 
However, we want to let you know in advance that this trip will be a full day and the children will not return 
back to school until the evening. 
 
If you have any questions about the up and coming term, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Megan Ford and Helena Dowding   
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