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Friday 6th September 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I really hope that everyone has had a wonderfully relaxing and restful summer break. Just a few days ago we 
officially entered the meteorological season of autumn, and with that moment it suddenly felt right to be returning 
to school to begin an exciting new year. Welcome back to Year 6 and our new Stags Class! 
 
I am genuinely so pleased and excitied to be teaching your children again this year – a true privilege. All years are 
important for the children, but maybe this one has a little more of an edge to it. However, there is nothing to fear, 
we have a very good platform on which to build, and our learning and progress is all about building. One of the signs 
on our classroom door reads, ‘Make Every Day Count’, and I think that is a very good motto for us this year. I want us 
to take risks, build on our previous learning, respond positively to new challenges and seize opportunities with both 
hands. 
 
Stags Class will be based in the same classroom as in Year 5; we are very lucky to spend our days in such a lovely 
room. I hope that during the year you will be able to visit and become an important part of our work together.  
Mrs Kilgour will be working with us again as our teaching assistant throughout this coming year. 
 
Autumn - Term One - Topic 
I have called the topic for this first term ‘Cogheart - Steampunk’ (Victorian learning with a mechanical twist!) – the 
title uses the ideas taken from the book ‘Cogheart’ by Peter Bunzl. This wonderful book will provide part of the basis 
for our learning during the term. There will be a specific history and geography focus during the term, which will 
blend in with the other subject areas of the curriculum. I have attached a Topic Map and Knowledge Organiser with 
this letter that will enable you to see the different areas of learning for the first two terms. Please spend some time 
looking at the Knowldege Organiser with your child. It is a new way of helping us to expand our knowledge and learn 
facts about each of our topics. Throughout our learning I will be producing some short quizzes for the children to 
help reinforce our knowledge of the Victorians. These are not formal assessments of any kind, just a fun way of 
helping to consolidate our learning. 
 
Weekly Timetable 
Each week, we are timetabled for Indoor PE on Monday afternoons, and an Outdoor Games session on Wednesday 
afternoons. It is important that children have the appropriate kit, labelled and in school at all times, just in case 
changes have to be made to the designated days. On Thursday afternoon, Stags will once more be taught by Mrs 
Wells, who will focus on the science part of the curriculum. In order to protect the new school uniforms, it would be 
great if each child had an art apron or over-sized shirt in school to use when lessons become a little more messy! 
 
Learning at Home 
Once the term is up and running, the children will receive some weekly homework tasks. These are not meant to be 
onorous, but will serve as good preparation for the next stage of secondary education. They are also important in 
forging that learning partnership between home and school, and for children to see that learning happens all the 
time, not just within the classroom walls. I will set weekly spellings which will be tested on a Friday morning, and I 
would also expect the children to be reading daily at home. Even if your child is a strong reader, it is important to 
continue to share books – both fiction and non-fiction – and to discuss how different authors approach their own 



 

writing. I will be checking reading records at the end of each week, and looking for each individual to be reading a 
range of different texts and making links with their learning in school. 
There will also  be a Maths and English activity to complete each week, and one more extensive piece of topic work 
to work on during the term. It is important that the home learning is a regular extension to school work. If possible, 
set aside a time and a place for homework and study and try not to leave the tasks until the night before – this often 
only causes friction and unnecessary anxiety. 
 
Eating and Drinking 
Obviously both are really vital, and both have an effect on our learning. A healthy mid-morning snack helps to 
recharge the batteries at break time, and keep us going until we have our lunch. Keeping hydrated is also vital, so 
having a water bottle in the classroom, and drinking regulary, is of great benefit. 
 
A Working Partnership 
Neither an individual child, you as a parent, or me as the teacher can undertake this learning journey on our own. 
We will need to be a team, and then the sky is the limit as regards to what we are able to achieve. You will have 
opportunities to keep in touch as the school year progresses. The school website will have copies of termly letters 
and planning, as well as photographs of our days together. You will also find a link to our class blog on the website. 
We will of course have opportunities throughout the year to discuss progress and achievement, but I would also 
welcome you to come and visit and share in our learning. I will be on the school playground at the end of the school 
day, or alternatively, please email or telephone the school office to make an appointment. 
 
A Victorian Christmas 
I am really sorry to mention the word ‘Christmas’ so very early in the term! However, I have booked a trip to 
Beaulieu House for Tuesday December 10th which should wrap up our Victorian learning in a most suitable fashion. It 
will be a day for dressing up in Victorian costume, so be prepared. I anticipate a cost of £10 for the trip. 
 
Key Dates: 
 
Friday   13th September  Roald Dahl Day  (Character costume needed if possible) 
Monday  30th September  Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday  1st  October  Parents ‘Evening 
Friday  4th October  National Poetry Day 
 
Friday  6th December  DPSA Christmas Fair 
Tuesday 10th December  Visit to Beaulieu House for a Victorian Christmas (Victorian costume) 
 
Friday   20th  December   Church Service & Last Day of School 
 
Monday  6th  January   Return to School 
 
It has been so lovely to welcome the children back to school this week, and I am really looking forward to the 
exciting year ahead. I know they will achieve great things and I am, as always, very proud of them. It is important for 
the children in my care to feel happy, safe and secure, and I shall endeavour to continue to provide them with some 
stimulating learning experiences. In return, I ask two things of my pupils – courtesy at all times, and maximum effort 
with their work. With those qualities in evidence, I know we will once again enjoy a wonderfully successful year 
together.  
Thank you for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Jon Bunn 
 
 



 

  


