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Monday 7th March 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
Ukraine — support for parents and children

We are very aware that children of all ages are seeing and hearing lots about the current devastating situation in
Ukraine. The news and social media feeds are filled with the latest information, and some of it is very upsetting
and worrying. Whilst we are geographically far away from the events, it will affect everyone differently, and
many in our communities will be directly affected. We need to be sensitive and prepared to answer any
questions the children may have.

At school this will be discussed in an age appropriate way dealing directly with children’s comments and not
elaborating in any way. We will also keep in our prayers the people suffering both in Ukraine and Russia,
throughout this season of Lent, which started last Wednesday.

We are aware that you may be concerned about how to address some of the issues raised by children at home.
Please find below some links to articles written for parents and teachers on how to support both you and your
child, as you navigate your way to finding an explanation to this truly tragic situation we are all now
experiencing.

DfE’s Education Hub This link has help for teachers and families to talk to pupils about Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and how to help them avoid misinformation.

Childnet which will support you talking to children about upsetting news content

BBC Newsround which has some good age appropriate information, about both the conflict and how it may
make children feel.

Please also find attached with this letter an information sheet from Barnardos with suggestions about how to
talk to your child.

Yours sincerely,
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Paula Carlton

Headteacher
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.roadeprimary.co.uk/_wp_generated/wp29e7147f_05_06.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.roadeprimary.co.uk/&usg=__21T50f7YhEmtJr4Vzi8WtwkG2mk=&h=100&w=131&sz=8&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=JomNCjtv9tJnPM:&tbnh=69&tbnw=91&ei=Har6T6C6KuXP0QWunfChBw&prev=/search?q=sing+up+silver+award&tbnh=136&tbnw=179&hl=en&sig=105978413533200726357&biw=1280&bih=809&tbs=simg:CAQSEgmPwyJCXR1GkCECjcJDyVifbw&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.artformsleeds.co.uk/shared/cms/admin/www.artsmark.org.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gumley.hounslow.sch.uk/_files/images/5858FB6C379587BA1D80710AC06E0638.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gumley.hounslow.sch.uk/page/?pid=13&h=700&w=700&sz=103&tbnid=nuTlGzTreYo3nM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search?q=ofsted+outstanding+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=ofsted+outstanding+logo&usg=__UiskIykcdaiJjrqNYhgWuZT27TY=&docid=ITQCAIvNr6UGXM&sa=X&ei=ZyWCUfS-GIiS7Aa2xoC4Cw&ved=0CEQQ9QEwAw&dur=372
mailto:admin@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/?utm_source=1%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

