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Dear Parents/carers, 
  
I hope you have all had a wonderful holiday full of lots of great experiences and memories. We are looking forward 
to an exciting term full of learning.  
 
Term 1 
Our topic for this term is ‘Africa’. We will be using atlases to find and label the countries of the world and the main 
oceans and seas. We will then locate Africa and draw on similarities and differences between Soma in The Gambia 
and Downton, challenging stereotypes and learning to use geographical vocabulary to describe the climate and 
landscapes. In addition we will be looking at the weather in Soma, Downton and in Vik (Iceland) comparing the 
weather patterns and looking at how the equator effects the climate. We will be using the texts ‘Handa’s Suprise’ 
and ‘Meerkat Mail’ to inspire our writing, creating our own journey stories and recounting our trip to Marwell Zoo in 
the form of a postcard. We will be learning to research, studying the animals that live in Africa and discussing how 
they have adapted to their different habitats across America. In maths we will be learning about place value, 
partitioning two digit numbers and learning methods of addition and subtraction.  
 
Visit to Marwell Zoo 
We are planning a visit to Marwell Zoo on Monday 7th October for the children to see some of the wildlife found in 
Africa close up and to learn about the different habitats and adaptations of these animals. Further details will follow 
and we will be looking for 3 parent volunteers to join us who are willing to drive their child due to the number of 
spaces on the mini buses. If you are available please let me know. Your support is greatly appreciated so we can run 
these out of school experiences.  
 
Communication 
It is really important to ensure an effective system of communication between home and school and we have several 
methods of doing so. Firstly, please come and see us if you have any questions, worries, concerns or indeed, 
celebrations about your child. We are always happy to discuss these with you.  Secondly, please check our class blog, 
linked to the webpage, which I will endeavour to update as frequently as possible so you can see all of the great 
things we have been learning. If you are unable to get into school or have a message that you forgot to send in with 
your child in the mornings, please email admin@downton-pri.wilts.sch.uk. Mrs Ware in the office checks these every 
morning and passes on important messages, such as whether your child is going home with someone different to 
normal. Please do not directly email the class teacher as we often don’t check our emails before the end of the day 
and may miss important messages.  
 
Homework 
As in previous years, please continue to listen to your child read at least 3 times a week. As your child gains 
confidence and fluency in their reading it is still important to listen to them reading aloud so that you can listen for 
accuracy, pace and intonation as well as talk to them about what they have read and check for understanding. We 
are happy to change books as often as they are needed in year 2 (everyday), but you will need to have signed to say 
that your child has read and finished the text and remind your child to put their reading record and book in the box 
in the morning when they come in to school. We will record the books we change each week and we will aim to 
remind those children who often forget to hand in their books to ensure the children progress in their reading 
fluency. Your child will bring home a bookmark with their books which is a class reward system. We hole punch their 
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bookmark for each book they have read and when they get 12 hole punches, they can choose a reward from the 
class tin. They will then get a new bookmark to start again.  
 
Your child will bring home spellings each week related to our phonics learning. They will be tested on these at the 
end of the week and the children are expected to practise every day (Monday-Thursday). In order for spellings to be 
effective it is important that you ensure they are being used within writing at home as well as in school so they may 
be consolidated. Each set of spellings will be accompanied by the spelling rule we are learning for the week. It may 
be useful to go through this rule again with your child so they are confident using and applying it.  
 
Knowledge Organisers  
Each term your child will now be sent home with a 'Knowledge Organiser' for their topic before the unit of work is 
taught with the aim that everyone knows exactly what is being taught, and what the children need to learn. These 
are the ‘go-to’ documents outlining the essential knowledge that the teachers will be covering across a unit of work; 
including dates, key personnel, vocabulary, definitions and other information. Please use these as a reference guide 
for what your child is learning and also as an opportunity to discuss the facts about the topic with your child and find 
out as much as you can about each subject. Any knowledge that your child acquires before a topic is taught in class 
will help them to deepen their understanding in lessons. Some topics can be complicated, so having the essential 
knowledge on one document can be really helpful. This is particularly important as research shows that our brains 
remember things more efficiently when we know the ‘bigger picture’ and can see the way that nuggets of knowledge 
within that subject area link together. Making links, essentially, helps information move into our long-term memory. 
Please read through these Knowledge Organisers at home with your child and revisit them regularly throughout the 
term to review the details on the sheet. 
 
If you have any questions about any of these things, please do not hesitate to come and see me.  
 
Morning routines 
We would like the children to continue coming straight into school when the gate opens in the morning. This will 
enable them to settle into the school day and sort out their things. We will also be carrying out some learning 
activities during this time such as handwriting, spelling practise and times table practise. We will have our 
parent/carer morning on a Monday starting the 9th September and we welcome all parents/carers to come in and 
work with us.  
 
Other information 
PE - PE lessons will be on a Monday and Friday. Please ensure your child has PE kit in school everyday though as 
these are often subject to change at short notice. Please make sure all items are named.   
Art/DT - Your child will need an apron for messy activities. We have a box in the classroom where these can be kept, 
though please ensure that they are named. Thank you!  
Coats - Please may your child bring a waterproof coat with them to school every day. Whilst we hope that the sun 
will continue to shine, the weather can be changeable and we do still like to get outside for playtime and outdoor 
learning.  
Wellies- We would like all children in Year 2 to have a pair of wellies in school for welly walks and visits to our pond. 
Please name both boots clearly.  
Show and Tell- We will have our topic table in the classroom as usual, and we welcome anything the children have 
made, or any relevant artefacts or objects related to our topic. For general show and tell we will be sending home a 
‘show and tell box’ with one child each week from the class. That child may fill the box with anything they would like 
to share with the class (they can only bring objects which fit in the box unless under special circumstances agreed by 
the class teacher). Each Friday there will be time for that particular child to share their objects with the class. The 
box will be sent home with a different child each week. Only the child who has the box will have time to ‘show & tell’ 
as we are now very busy with all our learning in Year 2!  
Freddie the fox- Freddie, our class fox, is very excited to visit some new children this year and each child will have 
the opportunity to take Freddie home with them for a weekend. He will come with his favourite book to share and a 
diary to record what he has been up to and we will share this in class on a Monday afternoon.  
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Volunteers needed! 
Following on from the success of Early Morning Reading last term in Year 1 we would love to continue hearing the 
children read as many times a week as possible. This has an enormous impact on their fluency levels essential to 
their progression in Year 2. We need 3 volunteers on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday to come into school after 
drop off until 9:30 to hear a small group of readers as part of our guided reading sessions. If those times are not 
suitable but you (or anyone you know) would still like to help out ,we would always appreciate support with 
common exception word spellings, tag words and afternoon readers as well so please let us know if you are 
available. As always we are very greatful for any help and support as we know how valuable this is to the children’s 
learning.  
 
Dates for this term: 
Marwell Zoo: Monday 7th October  
Parents evening: Tuesday 1st October/Wednesday 2nd October  
Last day of term: Tuesday 22nd October  
 
I am really looking forward to working with you and guiding your children on their journey through Year 2.  

 
Yours Sincerely 

 
Emily Dunford 
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