
DOWNTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
BEHAVIOUR (CHILDREN’S) POLICY 

GUIDELINES 
 
The school expects every child to maintain a good standard of behaviour and to follow certain rules, 
both inside and outside school, in order to achieve the following aims: 
 

• To promote self-discipline 
• To raise self-esteem 
• To promote consideration and respect of others and the school environment; 
• To make it as easy as possible for children to learn and for the teachers to teach; 
• To promote safety by ensuring that children do not cause harm to themselves or others; 
• To preserve the good name of the school so that it, and hence the children, continue to benefit 

from the help and support of the community. 
 
GENERAL RULES 
 

• Children must come to school on time, suitably dressed (refer to uniform rules on the School 
Prospectus) and with a positive attitude to work. 

• Homework must be completed, and submitted, on time. 
• Children must be polite, well-mannered and show due respect to both adults and children alike 

at all times:  
o They must carry out at once, and without argument, any request from an adult; 
o They must allow other people to have their own points of view; 
o They must act with courtesy and consideration towards others; 
o They are encouraged to think of the consequences of their actions. 

• Children must move about with the minimum of disturbance and noise. 
• Children must take care of things that belong to the school or others and themselves. 
• Children should take pride in their school and treat the grounds and buildings with respect and 

care. 
 
Children must not: 

• Hurt other children 
• Play dangerously 
• Bring sweets or food other than that allowed within our Healthy Schools guidance to eat during 

break. 
• Bring toy weapons, dangerous toys, electronic devices or similar, into school; 
• Bring mobile phones into school without prior permission and these must be left in the school 

office. 
• Leave the classroom or school without permission; 
• Be rude or insolent towards any adult or child; 
• Eat or chew in the classroom without permission from a member of staff as in food tasting etc. 
• Steal or swear 
• Deliberately damage school property  

 
 
Moving about the school 
 
Each child should: 

§ Move quietly about the school 
§ Be ready to help by opening doors 
§ Stand back to let adults pass 
§ Help to carry things 
§ In crowded areas, keep to one side 
§ Greet each other and adults appropriately. 
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Rewards 
See also Appendix A 
A reward system operates in order to promote self-discipline and esteem in our pupils and to 
encourage them to be responsible, hardworking members of the school community. 
 
Exceptionally good work, effort or kindness may be rewarded in the following ways: 

• Praise and encouragement 
• Marking; work is marked and commented upon by the teacher in order to encourage and 

motivate children. 
• Stickers are often awarded by teachers and teaching assistants. 
• Best effort certificates, with work being shared in worship. 
• Headteacher interview and sticker. 
• Parental review; this may be at parents’ evenings or at celebrations such as church services 

or music soirees and performances. 
• Class reward systems. 
• Certificate of Excellence. 

 
Sanctions  
See also Appendix A 
In addition to the systematic behaviour approach outlined in the Sanctions and Rewards Appendix A, 
there may be instances where the teacher or teaching assistant needs to take additional action to 
promote acceptable behaviours. These may include the following: 

• Verbal reprimand 
• Reporting the behaviour to a senior member of staff; 
• Repeating unacceptable work 
• Payment made for damaged objects 
• Missing playtime 
• Change seating position in class 
• Send to a senior member of staff 
• Write a letter of apology 
• Miss privileges 
• Withdrawal from activities, including trips and clubs and sporting events; 
• Separate children from a group by, for example, asking them to wait at the side of the room or 

activity; 
• Headteacher interview 
• Parents informed 
• Exclusion 

 
Records of concerns are kept by the classroom teacher and these will be shared with parents upon 
request. 
 
 
Approved by Full Governing Board Jan 2019 
Review Date: Jan 2020 
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Behaviour Guidelines  
Appendix A 

 
Behaviour Rules and Sanctions- The ‘Yellow Card’ System 

 
      Playtime and lunchtime rules: 

• Specific football only to be played with. 
• If someone kicks the football over deliberately they come off for the rest of that playtime. 
• No kicking any ball except on the football pitch. 
• No dodge ball to be played at any time. 
• KS2 children are not to be in the EYFS play area except when leaving the hall after lunch to 

reach the playground. This means that only the football pitch entrance to the large playground 
will be used by KS2 children. (ie. no running around Y6 classroom). 

• No child is to go into the bike and scooter store other than to drop off/collect their bikes and 
scooters which should be stored in an orderly way. 

• No child should be inside school unless using the toilets or with an adult’s permission (and 
they will be wearing a band). 

• Children should walk quietly when going inside a building. 
 
The sanctions for breaking any of these rules after having been reminded of them: 
 

•  A few minutes ‘time out’ on the low wall seat and the child’s name will be entered in a 
playground book, which will be returned to the first aid room after each playtime and 
lunchtime. To be monitored weekly by the Deputy Head, with concerns raised to the 
Headteacher for any repeated misdemeanours  

• If the child re-offends during that same playtime then a yellow card should be given and the 
circumstances recorded in the playground book. The teacher should be informed as the 
parent will need to be informed. 

• A yellow card may be given for a first offence if it is considered justified, e.g. a child is rude 
to an adult or deliberately hurts another child.  

• Once a Key stage 2 child is given a break time yellow card) he or she must report to a 
member of the SLT when they will spend the rest of the lunchtime inside.  

 
These yellow cards will be the same as those used by teachers and TAs within classrooms. A running 
total of yellow cards, given either in the playground or in the classroom, will be kept in each classroom 
on a class laminated display.   
Any yellow card will result in parents being notified. A record of the reason for the giving of the card 
should be kept. If a child receives 3 x yellow cards in one short term, the child will have a week of 
detention between 1:00 p.m. and 1:15/30 p.m. in a classroom, supervised by a member of the SLT. 
 
Classroom: 
Every classroom will have a ‘3 colour system’; blue at the top, orange in the middle and yellow at the 
bottom. 
 
Each child will have his or her name on a label on blue at the start of each day. 
A teacher, TA or the child themselves may place the child’s card on orange if their behaviour is poor. 
This is a warning to the child to improve his or her behaviour. 
If (during the next 20 minutes) the child then tries hard to improve his or her behaviour the teacher or 
TA may direct the child to replace the card on blue.  
If the child’s behaviour continues to be poor then the teacher or TA may place the card on yellow. 
If a child is placed on yellow then this counts as a yellow card which will be added to the class 
laminated list on the wall in one of the three columns next to that child’s name. 
A child receiving a yellow card will miss some playtime during which time the teacher or TA will talk to 
the child about their behaviour. 
Children should NOT be spending extended periods of time with their name on orange 
 
At the end of each day every child returns to Blue on the classroom 3 colour system. 
 
At the end of each short term all yellow cards are removed from the class laminated display. i.e. 
every child has a ‘Fresh start’. 
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An acknowledgement of a child’s specific SEN MUST be taken into account with this system, 
and will be discussed and agreed with the class so everyone understands. The SLT will set this 
up where appropriate and will work with parents and support staff in determining the agreed 
behaviour code. 
 
It is vitally important that this is a ‘quick reference’ system – referred to often with children 
being moved quickly between colours. An ‘orange’ given at 10am should not still be in place at 
12pm.  
 
Keeping an overall record: 
Each teacher should keep a separate class list on which each yellow card is recorded. 
Each teacher will be responsible for constructing their own acceptable behaviour list which should be 
discussed with the class. It is essential that children understand what these agreements mean and the 
resulting expectations for behaviour.  
Any child who has been given a yellow card should have their parents notified by the class teacher. If 
a child receives three yellow cards in a short term they will have a week of detention between 1:00 
p.m. and 1:15/30 p.m. supervised by a member of the SLT. Parents will be informed. The yellow card 
board for this child will be cleared after they have finished their detention period.  
 
Rewarding good behaviour: 
Good behaviour should always be reinforced by being acknowledged and individual children, groups 
or the whole class should be praised when they exhibit it.  
Good behaviour may also be rewarded with Merit stickers or Best effort certificates. 
All teachers have their own ways of rewarding good behaviour such as an extra minute’s playtime or 
choosing time. Teachers should continue with any reward systems they currently use.  
 
Notification of parents 
The child’s parents/carers will be notified of any yellow card given, either by the class teacher 
after school, or, if this is not possible, by phone. 
It is expected that the parents/carers will speak with their child about the reasons why he/she was 
given the yellow card. If necessary, the parents/carers should speak to the child’s teacher about the 
incident. 
 
 
Paula Carlton, Luke Ford January 2019. 
To be reviewed January 2020 
 

 
 


